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Dates to Remember 
 

    December 30  Sermon-Hitting the Mark 
 

    January 1   Building is closed 

    January 3   1-3 Daytimers 

                       7-8:30 Church Council 
 

    January 6    Sermon 

                        Provisions for the Journey 

                        Communion Sunday 

                        4:30 Confirmation Class 

    January 10  7-9 Trustees meet   

    7-9 Missions Com meets 

    January 12  6-7 McKinley Distribution 
 

    January 13  Sermon 

                        Joy Bubbles of Serving 

    January 15  6-7 McKinley Distribution 

    January 17  9:30–11:30 Mom’s Group 

    7-9 Finance Com meets 

    January 18  6:30-8:30 Burroughs Club 

    January 19  9-1 Vision Casting Retreat 

                        5-7 Movie Night 
 

    January 20  3-5 New Members Class 

    January 24  12:00 R & R 

                        7-9 Staff Parish Relations 

    January 26  9-10:30 McKinley Distrib 

    January 29  7-9 Foundation Comm 

    January 30  6:30 Financial Peace U 
      Runs through March 13 
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Pastor Christopher Liberati 
ChristopherL@WilloughbyUMC.org 

440.942.9068 

 

It’s that time of year when every late-night show, entertainment show, website 
and news outlet will offer their “Top Ten List” of what has happened over the 
last 12 months. Some of the lists will be entertaining and will even be able to 
bring a smile to your face, while others may sadden you and even leave you 
with a sense of despair. The thing to remember is, as C. S. Lewis wrote, “There are far better things 
ahead than what we leave behind.” 
 

No matter how you look back and reflect on this past year, my hope is that you realize the New Year 
brings Hope, Peace and Love through Jesus. It brings an opportunity to place your Priority on God. As 
you do, you will find that God is willing to show up every time. 
 

Through the first four commandments, God gives us the model that will strengthen our relationship 
with Him: 

“I am the LORD your God…You shall have no other gods before Me.” 
“You shall not make for yourself an idol…” 
“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain…” 
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy…” 

 

Through the remaining six commandments, God offers us the model that will strengthen our 
relationship with others: 

“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long… 
“You shall not murder. 
“You shall not commit adultery. 
“You shall not steal. 
“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house…your neighbor’s wife,..or…anything… 

 

Together with Christ, we can make a difference in the world! It all starts with the first four 
commandments which will naturally lead us into living out the remaining six. May this be your New 
Year’s resolution, “To love God with all your Heart, Mind and Soul, and to love others as yourself.” 
 
Blessings to you on your journey to better things,    
Pastor Christopher 
 
PS Thank you for your generosity this Christmas Season.   

There are far better things 

ahead than what  we leave   

behind.              CS Lewis 
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Who’s Who at WUMC 

By Pastor Hazel 

Don’t you agree with me that the 
bell choir really added a special 
kind of beauty to our Celebration 
of Christ’s Birth this year?   Have 
you noticed that Beth no longer 
has her back to us directing, but is 
now ringing? Have you wondered 
who is carrying on the legacy as 
the new Director?  His name is 
Steven Petrolewicz. He is a life-
long part of this congregation. 
  

As a child Steven grew up in 
Willoughby and graduated from 
South High School.  When he was 
in the eleventh grade, the family 
moved to Willowick.  He loved 
going to Sunday School at 
Willoughby UMC all of his 
childhood.  Steven recalled that 
one year there was a really bad 
snow storm and his mom was 
thinking about staying home. He 
had to convince her to go so he 
would not miss Sunday school!  
  

He made his confirmation here 
and loved attending youth group. 
He attended many Youth Annual 
Conferences and served on four 
youth mission trips.  They went to 
Chicago, Illinois; Cherokee, North 
Carolina; West Hamlin, West 
Virginia and Brooklyn, New York. 
He was also a part of one young 
adult mission trip. 

 In high school he joined the bell 
choir and played until he went 
away to college.  He has always 
enjoyed music his entire life. In 
grade school he always liked 
singing in the music shows that 
were put on each year.   When he 
was a fifth grader he started 
learning to play an instrument - 
the trumpet.  In Middle School he 
switched to low brass, learn to 
play the baritone and the tuba. He 
played the baritone through his 
college years.  While he was in 
high school he was in the marching 
band and concerts bands.  In 
college Steven played in the 
concert band, marching band, and 
athletic band.   
  

He earned a Bachelor degree in 
Education from Bowling Green 
State University in 2007. 
 Eventually he came back to 
Willowick and commuted to 
Cleveland State University, where 
he earned a Master of Business 
degree.  He told me he was very 
excited to be able to join the bell 
choir WUMC once more! 

  

Other musical things that Steven 
has done include singing  in the 
contemporary service one summer 
with the youth, playing  a solo for a 
church service, and playing in a 
brass ensemble at Christmas and 
Easter services. 

About five years ago Steven 
purchased a house in Willowick. 
 He is currently a pharmacy 
technician at Cleveland Clinic 
Hillcrest Hospital. 

 

When Beth announced that she 
wanted to step away from di-
recting the bell choir, he wanted 
to continue having a great hand-
bell choir at WUMC, so he prayed 
about stepping in. He said that in 
the transition Beth has been very 
supportive and helpful in mentor-
ing him. Take a minute to thank 
them both for the good work they 
have done to help draw us into 
worship at WUMC!  
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 GIRL FRIENDS IN GOD 

We will meet Jan 14, 2019 at 7 PM in FH.  Our discussion, Heart Sisters, will include a book (approx $11.00) and 
DVD.  Contact me ASAP to order a book. 

Heart Sisters is for women who want to both be and have better friends and want a 
helpful guide to take them through the process. Author Natalie Chambers Snapp uses 
her  and others’ stories of successes and failures to illustrate what she has learned about 
girlfriend relationships. Healthy boundaries, honesty, tact, sharing, and agape love all 
play a part in being and maintaining a circle of close confidants. She also deals with the 
inevitable challenges that face many relationships including how to handle conflict; life 
changes like a new baby, move or divorce; and when it is right to “break-up” with your 
friend. Discussion questions, space to journal, photos, and quick interviews of healthy 
female friendships are included within each chapter. 

New members are welcomed. 

Contact:  Marty Kreger  440-951-8262 or kmkreger@juno.com         
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New Staff  Members 
 

We are excited to have two new staff  members joining us!   
 

                LuAnn Keys has been hired as the new Administrative Assistant   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zach Applewhite is the Media Director. 

 
You will learn much more about them in the Who’s Who articles in the coming months. 
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WUMC Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Greetings from the Wednesday morning Prayer Shawl Ministry. We 

enjoy Christian fellowship during our meetings as well as combine 

our knit/crochet items to be donated.  The following is a list of our 

donations in 2018: 
 

 WUMC Shepherd’s Care Ministry (visitation gifts) crochet dish 

cloths 

 Cleveland American Heart Association red baby hats. 

 Birthright Org Mentor—Baby hats & blankets 

 WUMC Adult mission trip Nancy Wilcox took crochet dish-

cloths & pocket prayer cloths to give to the families 

 Tiny Hats for Tiny Babies California (preemie hats) were 

shipped to CA 

 St Joseph’s Indian School Chamberlain SD, about 40 sets (hats 

& scarves) were shipped by Donna Potts 

 Women4Women Knitting4Peace Org baby hats, peace pal dolls, 

baby bibs, hats & scarves, baby washcloths 

 Prayer shawls given during the year to our church members 
 

Come see us on Wednesday mornings. We meet at 10 am until 

noon.  All are welcome to join us. 

Happy New Year to all!  
 
The Mission and Social Concerns Committee will be holding the 2nd 
annual paper goods and cleaning supply drive for the Transplant 
House of Cleveland (THoC).  The THoC provides affordable apart-
ments for people needing organ transplants at the Cleveland Clinic   
or University Hospital.  The THoC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organiza-
tion. One of the ways they try to keep the rental cost low is to have 
their tenants (patient & caregiver) clean their own apartment.   The 
other benefit is the transplant patient is not interrupted by cleaning 
staff before and after surgery when rest is needed. The THoC pro-
vides the free paper goods and cleaning supplies to their tenants so 
they do not have to buy those items.  We will be collecting donations 
for two Sundays. Please look for collection areas at the Welcome Cen-
ters to leave your donations. If you have any questions or would like 
to go with us when we deliver the items, please contact Cari Radel at  
440.479.4055 or e-mail:  cradel@att.net. 
 
The Food Pantry is in need of plastic bags to serve clients. 

As always, thank you for your generous support in serving our com-
munity. 

 

MISSIONS & SOCIAL 
CONCERNS NEWS 

Liturgists needed 
at 8:00 & 10:30 services.  

If  interested please contact church 

office at 440-942-9068 or  

 

Wish List 

 Paper towels, toilet paper, napkins,     
paper plates, facial tissue 

 Sponges, cleaning rags 

 Lysol cleaning products for bath and 
kitchen 

 Swiffer wet mop refills 

 Swiffer wet & dry pads 

 Clorox disinfectant wipes 
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Taxable Distribution hours 

Saturday, January 12    9:00-10:30 am 

Tuesday, January 15    6:00 - 7:30 pm 

Saturday, January 26    9:00-10:30 am 
 

Food Pantry hours: 

Mondays:            6:00 - 7:30 pm 

Wednesdays:            Noon-2:30 pm  

Thursdays:            Noon-2:30 pm 
 

Feed the Body Feed the Soul Meal 

Monday, January 14       5:30  pm 

Monday, January 28       5:30  pm 
 

Greatest Current Donation Needs 

TAXABLES:   
  Baby diapers—Size 1, 2 & 3 

  Paper Towels,  

  Toilet Paper (double rolls),  

  Laundry detergent (32 loads/64 oz size) 
 

PET FOOD:  
  Dry cat food 

  Cat Litter 
 

HOUSEHOLD GOODS: 
  Bed sheets, towels, small appliances 
 

FURNITURE: 
  Complete Bed frames—all sizes.  
  Mattresses & box springs. 
 

Donation & Building 

Administration Hours  
Mon-Wed: 9:00 am—1:00 pm 

 (No Thursday hours) 

Saturdays: 9:00—11:30 am 
 

Please note that the McKinley 
Community Outreach Center does NOT 

pick up furniture donations. 
 

 

 

McKinley Outreach was able to give 172 

children from 76 families toys.   

Thank you for your generosity! 
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Sharing the message of  Christmas 
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